
Inside the Houston Area Urban League’s headquarters, the room moved with intention.
Conversations carried across generations. Women who have led for decades 

stood alongside those just stepping into their purpose. There was laughter, there was 
refl ection, and there was a shared understanding of what it takes to do this work and 
sustain it.

Held at 1301 Texas Avenue, the Houston Area Urban League’s Women’s History 
Month reception brought together civic leaders, advocates, and community partners 
for an evening centered on legacy, leadership, and impact. The theme, Celebrating 
Women Creating Opportunity, was not just printed on a program. It showed up in the 
conversations, in the connections, and in the women who continue to shape this city in 
real time.

Because in Houston, women are not simply participating. They are leading.
And they always have.
That truth anchored the evening from the very beginning. Kelly P. Hodges, Director 

of Development and Communications, welcomed guests with a reminder that the night 
was about honoring women who lead with purpose and create pathways for progress. It 
was a message that resonated deeply in a room fi lled with women who have done exactly 
that.

Houston Area Urban League President and CEO Judson W. Robinson III expanded 
on that point, off ering context that placed the evening within a much larger history.

“The story of the Urban League is, in many ways, a story of women’s leadership, 
vision, and infl uence,” Robinson said.

It is a story that stretches far beyond Houston.
The National Urban League was co-founded by Ruth Standish Baldwin, whose 

vision helped establish a movement centered on economic empowerment and social 
justice. That foundation was strengthened by women like Grace Towns Hamilton, one of 
the fi rst female executive directors of an Urban League affi  liate, and Xernona Clayton, 
whose work helped desegregate institutions across the South. Molly Moon’s leadership 
of the Urban League Guild expanded community engagement in ways that still shape 
the organization today.

And then there are fi gures like Fannie Lou Hamer, whose fi ght for voting rights did 
more than change policy. It changed possibility.

That legacy is not something the Urban League simply refl ects on.
It is something it actively builds upon.

Here in Houston, that work continues through women who are leading at every level 
of the organization and throughout the community. They are shaping programs, guiding 

policy, mentoring the next 
generation, and ensuring 
that access to opportunity 
is not just discussed, but 
delivered.

And the reach of that 
work is signifi cant.

Executive Vice 
President Eric Goodie 
shared that in 2025 alone, 
the Houston Area Urban 
League served more than 
20,000 individuals directly 
and reached over 400,000 
through programs focused 
on workforce development, 

education, housing, health, social justice, and entrepreneurship.
Those numbers represent more than services.
They represent lives changed, families supported, and futures redirected.
At the center of that impact are women.
“Black and Brown women have long been among the most consistent architects of 

justice and democracy in this country,” Goodie said.
That leadership was on full display throughout the evening, particularly as several 

women were recognized for their contributions across Houston and beyond.
Among those honored were Dr. Laura Murillo, President and CEO of the Houston 

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; State Representative Senfronia Thompson, one of 
Texas’ longest-serving legislators; Houston City Councilmember Tiff any Thomas, a 
champion for economic growth and community engagement; and Phyllis Turner-Brim, 
Board Chair of the Houston Area Urban League and the fi rst woman to hold the role in 
more than 15 years.

Each represents a diff erent lane of leadership.
All represent a commitment to service.
For Turner-Brim, the moment carried both personal and institutional signifi cance. 

Her leadership refl ects progress within the organization, while also continuing a long-
standing tradition of women guiding its direction.

“The women we celebrate tonight represent the strength, resilience, and leadership 
that continue to move Houston forward,” Turner-Brim said. “I have always believed 
that service is the rent we pay for living on this earth, a value instilled in me through 
volunteering alongside my family.”

The evening also honored Sylvia Brooks, former President and CEO, whose decades 
of leadership helped shape the organization into what it is today. Her legacy is one that 
continues to infl uence how the Urban League shows up in the community.

But the focus was not only on those who have already led.
It was also on those preparing to.
Through initiatives like the Houston Area Urban League’s Young Professionals and 

Guild, led by Dr. Jessica Sharp and Grace Chandler, the organization is intentionally 
investing in the next generation of leaders. These programs are creating spaces for young 
professionals, particularly women, to engage in service, advocacy, and civic leadership 
in ways that are both meaningful and sustainable.

That investment is already taking shape.
And throughout the evening, it was clear the next generation is not waiting to step 

in. They are already doing the work.
As the program came to a close, Hodges encouraged attendees to remain engaged, not 

just in moments of celebration, but in the ongoing work required to advance opportunity 
across Houston.

“Tonight was a celebration of legacy, leadership, and the power of women working 
together to create change,” she said.

And the work continues.
With upcoming events like the Advancing Opportunity Luncheon on June 26 and 

the Equal Opportunity Day Gala on December 12, the Houston Area Urban League 
is continuing to create spaces that elevate voices, strengthen communities, and drive 
progress.

But beyond the events, beyond the recognition, and beyond the celebration, one 
truth remains.

When women lead, communities move.
And in Houston, women have long been doing this work, building, sustaining, and 

shaping the very communities they serve.
To learn more about the Houston Area Urban League and its ongoing work, visit 

www.haul.org.
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CLASS I F I EDS

Kelly P. Hodges, Director of Development and Communications, Dr. Laura Murillo, and 
Judson W. Robinson III, President and CEO of the Houston Area Urban League.

Councilmember Tiffany Thomas and Erica Lee Carter, Harris County Administrator for 
the Harris County Office of County Administration.

Attendees gather inside the Houston Area Urban League headquarters during the 
Women’s History Month reception.

Attendees and members of the Houston Area Urban League Guild gather during the 
organization’s Women’s History Month reception.

Judson W. Robinson III, President and CEO, Phyllis Turner-Brim, Board Chair, and 
Eric Goodie, Executive Vice President of the Houston Area Urban League.
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